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Williams Hall
1940–1976
Cost of construction for Williams Hall: $556,000
Open 82 hours/week (including Sundays)
Supported 1,820 students in 1940; 11,000 in 1968
Employed 9 librarians/staff
Following Ange. V. Milner’s view of the library as a “social center,” the new building included a 
museum with four exhibit rooms and an art gallery in the basement. On the second floor 
students enjoyed an informal, relaxing atmosphere in both the Browsing Room with 
recreational reading and the sound-proof Carnegie Room with an electric Victrola (record 
player) and 1000 albums.
A Casual Space for Students
Like all other library spaces during Milner’s era, this library outgrew student demands and 
enrollment. In 1940, 1800 students attended the University; by the late 1960s the student 
population had grown to over 11,000. Two annexes were constructed, the first in 1958 to 
double the book stack size, and the second in 1964 to create additional reading and classroom 
space. These changes provided inadequate relief. The University Committee on Future 
Development recommended the construction of a new library in 1968.
Inadequate Space
The reading room on the second floor of the original Milner 
Library (now Williams Hall). Hand carved tables seen in the 
photo still are in use at current Milner Library in the southwest 
corner on the main floor. 
Photo from the Illinois State History Digital Collection.
As the Library was being designed, the Library Director, Eleanor Welch, actively offered 
comments and criticisms to the State of Illinois Supervising Architect, C. Herrick Hammond, to 
ensure the Library offered student-centered features. As in Milner’s era, there was a reading 
room, but this one was described as “beautiful,” extending the entire width of the building with 
vaulted ceilings and tall windows. Working quietly was no longer necessary when students 
used any of the eight group study rooms. They could bring their own typewriters into the 
typing room to “copy passages from library materials.” 
Student-Centered Amenities
Welch continued Milner’s emphasis on instruction and expanded it to develop a library science 
program, first as a minor and then a major program. The new building was designed with a 
classroom for library instruction including lectures, discussions and “laboratory work.” In 1960, 
a three-lesson library instruction unit was offered via closed circuit television to all 48 sections 
of English 101. 
Expanded Instruction
In 1960, library instruction continued to play a prominent role. Students in all 
sections of English 101 received instruction through closed circuit television. 
Photo courtesy of the Dr. Jo Ann Rayfield Archives, Illinois State University. 
The first building known as “Milner Library” was dedicated June 10, 1940. Those who knew 
Ange. V. Milner were in attendance and spoke of her at the dedication, “…the influence of her 
life is as enduring as the stone in which her name is now engraved.” The description of the 
new library, “simple and dignified,” could have equally applied to Milner.
Dedication of the Original Milner Library
Floor plans of the original Milner Library 
(now Williams Hall) appeared in the 
souvenir dedication program given to 
attendees on June 10, 1940.  
